
Form 479 Filing Guide for Consortia Leads 
 
Before a consortium lead can file the Form 486 each year, it is required to 
collect from each consortium member a signed Form 479 to provide 
notification of the consortium member’s status of compliance with the 
Children’s Internet Protection Act (CIPA).  After the consortium leader has 
collected all the FCC Forms 479 from the consortium members, the consortium 
leader can then file the Form 486 in EPC.   
 
The Form 479 is not completed in EPC; it is a PDF document that is available on the USAC 
website, along with the form’s instructions, at https://www.usac.org/e-rate/applicant-
process/before-you-begin/consortia/fcc-form-479-filing/.  The Form 479 is a very easy form to 
complete (note, the Name of Administrative Authority should be the consortia member’s name 
and address, not that of the consortia lead.  Also be sure that the Funding Year reflects the 
accurate year.)   
 
A copy of a version that has fillable fields is available at:  http://e-ratepa.org/wp-
content/uploads/2014/03/479-Fill-In-FY-2022.pdf.  
 
I took the liberty of checking 6A which says the consortia member is CIPA compliant. 
 
The signed Form 479s are not submitted to USAC unless requested during a pre-commitment or 
post-commitment audit.  The signed forms must, however, be retained by the consortia lead for 
a period of ten years after the last date to receive service.  If USAC discovers that the FCC Form 
486 is filed before the consortium lead collects all of the signed Form 479s, USAC may reduce 
funding.   
 
Unlike a Letter of Agency (LOA), a signed Form 479 must be collected annually from each 
consortium member.  An LOA, on the other hand, may cover multi-years (but cannot be open-
ended).   
 
Electronic signatures are acceptable.   
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