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BEAR Reimbursement Deadlines

e BEARForm 472 — Form that must be submitted within 120 days of
last date to receive service or equipment B

* For FY 2025 recurring services

* October 28, 2026 is the invoicing deadline
— Last date to receive service was June 30, 2026
* ForFY 2025 non-recurring purchases
* September 30, 2026 was last date to receive/install equipment
* Jan 28, 2027 is BEAR deadline

Requesting an Invoice Deadline Extension

* |f you cannot make the BEAR deadline, OR if your BEAR was submitted but
has not yet been paid, file for an Invoice Deadline Extension (IDER)

* |IDERs must be requested|within 15 days after the invoice deadline

{
* Extension will be approved automatically for a single, 120-day extension NEW\‘

* Cannotrequest a second extension in EPC

* Approvals are shown on the screen and will also be emailed

* Invoice Deadline Extension Request Filing Guide at:

— https://e-ratepa.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Guide-to-Requesting-Invoice-Deadline-
Extension.pdf 5

g—
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UEI Numbers & Form 498

USAC reviews/approves BEAR and sends payment to the
applicant’s bank account via EFT

School/Library must have an approved Form 498 in EPC to be
reimbursed with the SAM.gov UElI number added

— Form 498 is submitted once (update, if needed)
— UEI number must be renewed annually at SAM.gov!
— If you file a BEAR without the UEI added, USAC will hold payments until
this is done!
To determine if you have an approved Form 498:
— Loginto EPC > Records > Form 498s > Click on 498 if one is showing
— If no 498 is showing, then there isn’t one on file with USAC




BEAR — EPC Invoicing

* Loginto EPC, and click on the grid (waffle) symbol in the upper right corner
of the Landing Page, which will take you to the new E-Rate BEAR Portal

Cybersecurity Pilot Program

EPC Invoice

* For a BEAR Filing Guide, visit: https://e-ratepa.org/wp-
content/uploads/2026/01/Form-472-BEAR-Filing-Guide.pdf
 Must have BEAR access under User Permissions to submit BEAR
* Only EPC AA can grant this access
 When creating BEAR, you are not required to upload invoices. Wait for

USAC to request them.




BEAR Portal Reminders

* Error checks (entering a higher pre-discount amount than what was approved
* Can enter multiple FRNs and multiple SPINs on the same BEAR
e Tabs for Submitted Forms, Pending Tasks, Pending Inquiries
e Real-time status reports by FRN Line Item in EPC:
* Incomplete, Certified, Processed, Cancelled
e Ability to see the date BEAR was paid
* Betterinvoicing decision explanations
e Biggest pitfall is selecting the right funding year, so you see the correct FRNs
* FRNs will not display where SPI was selected as the Invoice Mode on the FY
2026 Form 471, a SPI has already been filed, or the provider hasn’t filed their
SPAC for the funding year

Invoice Disbursements Data Lookup Tool
* Shows details for all disbursements authorized since July 2016
* Does not show pending invoices
https://opendata.usac.org/E-Rate/E-Rate-Invoice-Disbursements-Data-Lookup-
Tool/t3vg-gfse
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Invoice Review: Service Certification

Whether you filed a BEAR or your Service Provider discounted your bills and
filed a SPI, USAC may conduct manual reviews that require additional
documentation to demonstrate:

®* The applicant paid their non-discounted costs.
®* The invoiced equipment or services were delivered and/or installed.

® USAC validates the documents to ensure the requested amount is for eligible
equipment and or services.

USAC reviewers may send questions to the applicant or service provider with a
response due by the "response requirement date."

Applicant and service provider should be timely in responding to outreach,
as failure to respond may result in the invoice being denied.

Only an applicant with full user rights to the BEAR Form can complete the
certification and return it directly to USAC.



SPI Service Certification — Example Form

Verbiage sent in the EPC outreach
window regarding the request:

"Please see the attached service
certification that | am requesting in order
to complete an invoice request from your
service provider. Please ensure an
authorized party review and signs,
returning the signed document timely for
review. if you have any questions. please
contact me.

Thank you for you cooperation and
continued support of the Universal
Service Program.”

Again... Only an applicant with full user
rights to the BEAR Form can complete
the SPI certification and return it
directly to USAC

Applicant Service Certification for E-Rate Invoices

1 | Invoice Number «SLD_Invoice_No=

2 |lnvoice Line Number «Line_|D»

3 |Service Provider Name / Service Provider SPIN aService_Provider_Mames aSPIN»
4 |Service Provider Invoice # «SP_App_Invoice_Noz
5 |Undiscounted Invoice Amount «Undiscounted_Amts

6 |Discounted Invoice Amount «Discounted_Amt»

7 |Applicant Name

8 |Applicant Authorized Representative / Contact Name & Title

9 |Applicant Authorized Representative / Contact Phone

10 |Billed Entity Number (BEN) =BEN=
11 |471 Number =FORM_471»
12 [FRN «FRN=
13 |Darte Goods/Services Delivered

-
™~

Date Goods/Services Installed

15 Darte Applicant Portion Paid and Check No. or Dare will be
paid

By signing below, you, the Applicant certify that:
A, lam authorized to represent the above-named Applicant.

B. The equipment/services described on the attached vendor invoice(s) have been delivered as
indicated on row 13 above.

C. For FRNs which include installation, of the equipment/services described on the attached vendor
invoice(s), provide the installation date. This is required only for non-recurring services (products
that need installation) and paid for with E-Rate funds have as indicated on row 14 above

D. The equipment and services described on the attached Service Provider invoice meets the
following criteria: (Copy of derailed vendor invaice must be attached)

Equipment and services requested are approved on the FCC Form 471
. Unit cost and quantity per location do not exceed the amounts approved on the FCC
Form 471

All equipment has been delivered/ installed at ROS locations approved on the FCC Form
471 listed on the date provided above

Applicant Authorized Rep tative Name

Applicant Authorized Rep tative Signature

Date

E-Rate / Revised 10/16/2023
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Where Are You At For FY 2026

(July 1, 2026 — June 30, 2027)

Updates & Where Are You
At In The Process




The E-Rate Cycle
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Status of PAFY2026 FCDLs

Applicant Type . | Total Funding Requested

Consortium $10,115,614.43

Library $187,798.01

Library System $1,324,605.77

School $8,760,235.71

School District $62,835,624.67

Grand Total $83,223,878.59
Service Type v Funding Requested No. of FRNs
Basic Maintenance of Internal Connections $660,282.69 77
Data Transmission and/or Internet Access $32,655,362.42 1,400
Internal Connections $49,430,747.78 802
Managed Internal Broadband Services $477,485.70 37
Grand Total $83,223,878.59 2,316




Status of PAFY 2026 FCDLs

e Of the 2316 FRNs submitted :

e 1794 FRNs funded to date, totaling $67.9 million

Cancelled $2,457,613.63 63
Denied $61,900.38 9
Funded $67,914,713.90 1794
Pending $15,309,164.69 450

d

FRN Status

Funding Request Status

= Cancelled
= Denied

= Funded
® Pending

m (blank)

* 450 FRNs still “pending” for 125 entities totaling $15.3 million
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Status of PA Pending FY 2026 FCDLs

* FRNs still pending by Service Type:

Status ~ | No. of FRNs

- Pending 450
Basic Maintenance of Internal Connections 21
Data Transmission and/or Internet Access 280
Internal Connections 142
Managed Internal Broadband Services 7

 Last time this year, we had 91 pending FRNs!
* We believe the slowness is due to:
* A new contractor handling PIA (started Jan. 2, 2026)
 The need for PIA to verify Cat 2 enrollment to calculate
the new 5-year budget for all Cat 2 funding requests



FY 2026 FCDLs — Has Everything Been Funded?

* If your Form 471 applications have not been funded

 What is the current PIA status? Very important to verify that! ‘P\
e USAC has assured us that they are still actively reviewing L

applications!

FY2026 Ross Co Lib - Cat 2 -#26103XXXX

Funding Requests Review Inquiries Deferral History ~ Discount Calculation Entity Information News Related Actions

-

v
Incomplete Certified In Review Outreach Wave Ready Committed

Review Status Assignedto IR

* Ifyou've received the FCDL, were there unexpected denials?
e Remember, you have 60 days from the date of the FCDL to file an
appeal!

16



FY 2026 Form 486s

No. of Form 486

Status . No. of FRNs Filed To Date
— Funded 1794 1623
Basic Maintenance of Internal Connections 34 32
Data Transmission and/or Internet Access 1089 975
Internal Connections 646 593
Managed Internal Broadband Services 25 23

* Ifyou have been funded for FY 2026, don’t forget to file your Form 486 to

“turn-on funding” and certify CIPA compliance

— 486 Due List (as of 10/19) available at: https://e-ratepa.org/wp-

|

content/uploads/2026/10/FY2026-486-Due-List-as-of-10-19-2026.xIsx

— Forinternal connections, file 486 now (don’t wait)
* Youmust wait until you receive an FCDL to file the 486
 Deadlineis 120 days after FCDL date or October 29, whichever is later

 VERY easy form to file in EPC (no data entry)
— Guide at: https://E-Ratepa.org/?p=35452

— Be careful when clicking on CIPA certifications
* These toggle instead of staying checked!

17
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How to Modify Your FY 2026 Invoicing Method

On the FY 2026 Form 471, we were required to indicate the Invoice Mode per
funding request: BEAR or SPI. Here are the steps to change the mode, if needed.

Before receiving a Funding Commitment Decision Letter (FCDL):

 Submit a RAL Modification Request during the review of your FCC Form 471

application.

After receiving an FCDL:

e Submit an FCC Form 500
using the new “Invoicing
Method” change request
after filing the Form 486.

* This change request must be
submitted before any invoice is

submitted for the FRN.

News  Tasks(8) Records Reports  Actions

Type of Change

Iwant to change the service start date. * (More Info)

Complete if you wish to change the Service Start Date you listed on a previously filed FCC Form 486, This action will NOT increase funding,

Iwant to change the contract expiration date. * (More Info)

Complete if the contract expiration date has changed and you wish to report the change to USAC. This

me

Iwant to request more time to get the services delivered and/or installed. * (More Info)

Complet

this request to US S be
USAC on or before the june 30 funding year. T on W

Iwant to cancel one or more of the FRNs. *

recurring services or to complete Category One special construction and light the new fiber. For most non-recurring services, you must submit
an extension of the deadline to complete Category One special construction and light the associated fiber, you must submit this request to

action will NOT increase funding but you could combine it with a funding reduction.

| want to change the Involcing Methed. *  Wore nfo)

Iwant to partially reduce the funding in one or more of the FRNs. *

CANCEL

18



FCCFY 2026 ESL BMIC Update

The FCC’s Wireline Competition Bureau (WCB) released the FY 2026
eligible services list (ESL) Order (DA 25-1069) on December 17,
2025, to include the following:

* Treat all currently eligible software- or remote-based services, including bug
fixes, security patches, software-based technical assistance, and
configuration changes the same and have applicants request all software-
and remote-based services with the internal connections equipment that
they support.

 The Order permits applicants that had sought funding for software-based
BMIC services on a prorated basis in prior funding years to request discounts
on the remainder of the contract in FY 2026 or continue requesting pro-rated
support.

* |t also clarifies that applicants that seek support for software- or remote-
based services as internal connections in FY 2026 that were competitively
bid as BMIC services are not violating the competitive bidding rules.

19



Basic Maintenance (BMIC) Definition

* Basic Maintenance of Internal Connections is the on-site repair
and upkeep of eligible internal connections (time & materials).

* The equipment being maintained must be eligible in order for the
maintenance to be eligible for E-Rate support.

* If repair or replacement work is performed under a maintenance
contract, USAC only reimburses for the actual work performed.

* You must keep a maintenance log documenting work performed.

* Can only be for services/work performed during the 12-month
funding year (7/1/2027 — 6/30/2028)
— Does not follow the 4/1/2027 —9/30/2028 schedule

20



Preparing For
Funding Year 2027...

(July 1, 2027 - June 30, 2028)
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FY 2027 “Admin Window”

 Admin Window is 2-3 months before the Form 471 window when schools
and libraries update their school or library profiles in EPC portal
* |t opens on October 215, It usually closes two days before the Form
471 filing window opens in January (we don’t have the dates yet!).This
data is then ported over into the Form 471

Mainly used to update:

e E-Rate Discounts: Must update school profiles with current
enrollment/NSLP data to calculate E-rate discounts for upcoming year

e Confirm all entities, including NIFs, are in EPC portal

* Category 2 Budgets: Update enrollment (schools) and square footage
changes (libraries) —if you did not last year or if it will increase the
Category 2 budget

— Category 2 enrollment data can be different from annual £
discount-rate enrollment data ’\‘\P\.
— Doesn’t have to be updated each year —

— C2 enrollment data entered in separate location in EPC
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Eligible Internal Connections Items

Wireless Access
Points/Controllers

Network Routers & Switches
In-Building Structured Cabling
Caching Servers

— Only eligible servers

Firewall Appliances

Racks and UPSs

— That support eligible equipment
only

Right-to-Use licenses to

support eligible equipment

— Includes license renewal
subscription

Remote support (bug fixes,
patches, software-based/online
tech assistance, configuration
changes)

Cloud-based functionality of
eligible equipment
Installation and configuration

— If wanted, be sure to specify
this in your 470/RFP

Taxes and fees
Basic training on use of equipment

Not eligible:
— Cybersecurity!!!!!!

— Storage Devices

— Voice/Video Components
— End User Devices

— Security cameras

— Advanced firewall functions, like
anti-spam, anti-virus, etc.
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Category 2 Cost Allocations

Depending on the functionality of some equipment or software,
the product may not be fully eligible for E-Rate funding, requiring a
percentage of the cost to be deducted.

 Below are links to manufacturers’ websites or documents they have

provided, publishing their cost allocations.

Search Results

. ° i i o
d CISCO/M era kl L l SKU Description Eligible Notes

* Fortinet
- C9410R-96U-BNDL-E Catalyst 9400 Series 10 slot,Sup, 2xC9400-LC-48U, 100%
e HP Aruba DNA-E LIC
* Juni per Networ ks C9410R-96U-BNDL-A  Catalyst 9400 Series 10 slot,Sup, 2xC9400-LC-48, Cost Allocate

DNA-ALIC (79%)

* Palo Alto Networks
(click on “Palo Alto Network Product Eligibility Guide” to download PDF)

* Sophos
e Or call USAC at 888-203-8100, who should be able to tell you if the SKU

is fully eligible
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Internal Connections Purchase Timeline

Equipment can be purchased as early as April 1, prior to the
funding year start
For example, applicants can purchase equipment on April 1, 2027, for FY 2027,

Equipment can be purchased as late as September 30,

even though the funding year doesn’t begin until July 1, 2027

However... vendors/applicants cannot be reimbursed by USAC until July 1

Applicants who purchase equipment prior to receiving a funding commitment

letter are risking paying full price

following the end of the funding year

e Allows applicants two full summers to install equipment

FY2027 - Non-Recurring Services/Equipment Purchases - April 1, 2027 - Sept 30, 2028

FY2027 - Recurring Service - July 1, 2027 - June 30, 2028

June

July

Aug

Sept

Oct

Nov

Dec

Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

June

July

Aug

Sept

2027

2027

2027

2027

2027

2027

2027

2027

2027

2028

2028

2028

2028

2028

2028

2028

2028

2028
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Using PEPPM for C2 Procurement

If your school or library signed the PEPPM LOA, they may use the state PEPPM contract
for Category 2 purchases

No Form 470 is required, but PEPPM mini-bid process is required
— Allvendors in a certain ‘category’ must receive mini-bid equipment list
— Proposals must be accepted for 14 days
— Factors besides price may be considered

NOTE FOR FY2027: A supplemental Form 470 was submitted to add several additional
product lines. If you prefer one of these manufacturers, RELEASE A PEPPM MINI-BID
TO VENDORS after JANUARY 2, 2026.

Arista Networks

Belden

Cables2Go

Lowell Manufacturing Company

ReadyLinks

Riverbed

>

Samsung - Networking/Voice

SolarWinds

Tripp Lite

Lbiguiti

X

X

X

Vivi

* PEPPM bidding guide can be found at https://e-ratepa.org/?page id=6121
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E-Rate Simplification — Covered Last Year,
But Bears Repeating!

* Library Bidding Exemption
* Libraries (only) are exempt from bidding Category 2
equipment or services if:

The total pre-discount amount is $3,600 or less

Total cost is per library and cannot be averaged over
multiple libraries

Cost-effective rules still apply
Contracts still must be signed prior to filing the Form 471
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CABIO Internet Bidding Exemption

Commercially Available Bundled Internet Option (CABIO)

e Schools and libraries seeking “Commercially-Available Business Class
Internet Services” are not required to file a Form 470

e Typically, only Cable-Modem, DSL, or FIOS Internet Service

 Commercially Available means that it is publicly available to non-
residential customers (such as enterprise, small business, or other
government customers) in the same form and at the same rates that it is
offered to schools or libraries

— Basically, this is an internet service that is available on a vendor’s website
for its business customers

*  Minimum speeds must be 100 Mbps downstream and 10 Mbps upstream

* Cost must be $3,600 or less annually (pre-discount)
— Cost must be per-building and cannot be averaged across multiple buildings
— $3,600 includes any installation costs, equipment rental, taxes and fees

The CABIO option is geared (but not limited) to small libraries and small
non-public schools or NIFs using cable modem-type services
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Random Topics/Reminders

* FY 2027 Category 1 Rebid List will be sent to the listserv next week
* Contract Extension Reminder: If your current contract includes a specific #
of voluntary extensions, and you want to exercise one of those extensions,

you are not required to post a new Form 470 to use one of the extensions
* BUT... you must have written documentation to the vendor notifying them
that you are electing to extend your contract, pursuant to one of the
extension terms in your original contract
* Changes to RFP: If you issue any changes or clarifications to your RFP
(including posting answers to vendor questions), you must extend the bid

¢ due date by another 28 days
,np\ e Build in a vendor question due date to your RFP timeline and then add 2 weeks
g to your bid due date (for a total of about 6.5 weeks total)

* Labeling - When receiving equipment, be sure to label each piece and record
in asset inventory
* Make/model/serial number/building/room/FRN/date installed
* Sample: http://E-Ratepa.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Asset-Register-
Sample.xlsx
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Quick Way to Your Funding Information

Go to: www.E-Ratecentral.com

E-rate State Funding .

Funding History Search

E-Rate Utilization Summary Chart
FY: 1998 | 1999 | 2000 | 2001 | 2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | 2015 | 2016 | 2007 | 2018 | 2019 | 2020 1 2021 | 2022 1 2023 | 2024 1 2025 | Al

Requested  Funded

FY FRNs FRNs

1 1
2024 3
2023 3 3

486 Requested
on File Amount
1 $13,650.62

3 $25,255.52

3 $37,408.02

Committed Committed Total Total
Category 1 Category 2 Committed Disbursed
$13,650.62 $0.00 $13,650.62 $0.00
$11,375.52 $8,350.00 £19,725.52 $19,234.27
$11,375.52 $26,032.50 $37,408.02 $37,408.02

Remaining
Balance

$13,650.62
$491.25
$0.00

I
g1 RN W SN ServceProvider

AARS R il Dilie

Service' Original Request  Current Commitment

H02100 [ 80T | ¥

N\

471 Information
471a:

SPIN:

Service Type:
Status:

Status Memo:

Service Start Date (471):

Current Commitment:
Disbursed Amount:”
Last Date of Service:

251016864

143001654  ABC Local Telecom Company

Data Transmission and/or Intérnet Access

Funded Wave: 1 | FcoL pate: 472612025 |

+« MR1:Approved as submitted.

7/1/2025 Service Start Date (486): 7/1/2025

£25,423.20 Payment Mode: NOT SET
Undisbursed: 25423.20

I Last Date to Invoice: 10/ zyzazal

Enter your Billed
Entity Number.
Click on Funding
Year

See your 471,
FRN, and SPIN
information.
Click on the FRN
number to see
full detail
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What’s New
(or things we don’t
know yet!!)



Number One Rule of the Day!

PLEASE DO NOT
SHOOT
THE MESSENGER

We have more questions than answers right now!!!



Invoicing Changes

Applicants and service providers can now:

Request a single 120-day extension of the original invoice filing deadline if the
request is made within 15 days of the original invoice filing deadline.

* Recurring service BEAR deadline of 10/28/2026 + 15 days = 11/12/2026
* Non-Recurring service BEAR deadline of 01/28/2027 + 15 days =2/12/2027

* Instructions to request an extension can be found here.

Have a one-time, 60-day grace period to resubmit corrected versions of
invoices that were timely filed before the invoice filing deadline but rejected
by USAC after the invoicing deadline.

* The 60-day period to resubmit a corrected invoice starts the day after
you get a USAC decision denying or reducing your payment.

For cost allocations, the FCC clarified that the ancillary use presumption
explained in FCC 23-56 applies to all Category One (C1) services including data
transmission services, wide area network services, ethernet, etc.
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https://www.ohio-k12.help/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Guide-to-Requesting-Invoice-Deadline-Extension.pdf

Competitive Bidding Portal

Beginning in funding year FY 2028, USAC will manage a
Competitive Bidding Portal where:

Applicants will upload bid evaluations and vendor selection
documentation, including contract(s), after selecting service providers.

The portal will be used for competitive bidding communications,
with exceptions based on local/state law requirements.

The portal will serve as a document repository for applicants and
service providers, which will reduce recordkeeping burdens.

Service providers must upload bids in the portal and not email them
directly to applicants.

During D.C. training, USAC stated that funding requests based on a
multi-year contract awarded prior to FY 2028 will require uploading
bidding documents into the bidding portal. It is unclear if previously
provided documentation will be auto-uploaded.

USAC will update users via our News Brief as we are informed of changes.
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Sunsetting FCC Form 486

 Funding Year 2028 will phase out the standalone filing
requirement for FCC Form 486.

* Required CIPA compliance certifications will be integrated
upstream into the FCC Form 471 application process.

* Applicants must continue to meet standard Form 486
deadlines (120 days from the service start date or the Funding
Commitment Decision Letter date, whichever is later) until the
phase-out is complete (i.e., FY 2026 and FY 2027 funding
requests!!)

36



Transition of Services Changes

 E-Rate will create a process for applicants who are
transitioning services to file a post-commitment request
for changes.

e Service start date
e Service end date

* The applicant must meet certain criteria.

* This process will require form changes and will go into
effect in a future funding year after approval from the
Office of Management and Budget (OMB).
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Transition of Services Changes:
Increasing Post-Commitment Funding

E-Rate may approve a post-commitment increase if the applicant:
* Filed partial funding year requests for funding from both
service providers

* (or service offerings, in the case of a transition to a different
service from the same service provider)

* |Indicated the following on the FCC Form 471
* best estimates of the transition dates indicated
* the requests were for a transition of service

* if there are available funds below the E-Rate program funding cap
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New Procedures When Adding New
Buildings to Existing Contract

Based on the FCC’s new PIA procedures/interpretation of the
rules:

 If a site was not included on the original Form 470/RFP, a
new Form 470 must be filed to request pricing and enter
into a new contract for these sites.

* This applies even if the current contract allows for the addition
of new locations

* This decision is being applied retroactively to FY2025/
FY2026 funding requests not yet funded

 We are asking the FCC to reconsider this decision
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Will MIBS Continue to Be Eligible?

 We are currently waiting for the FY 2027 Eligible Service List (ESL)
to be approved.

Per the draft ESL NPRM, the FCC is considering whether MIBS
should continue to be eligible.

The decision will be stated in the released/approved ESL.

MORE INFORMATION TO COME!!
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The Future of E-Rate

The FCC released two E-Rate Notices of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRMs), taking a
top-to-bottom look that could significantly impact the program and the
administration of the Universal Service Fund (USF)

* Initial comments were due on or before Oct. 13, 2026, and reply comments are due
on or before Nov. 12, 2026

* The two NPRMs, “Ensuring Children’s Safe Use of Screens and E-Rate-Funded
Services” and “Promoting Fair and Open Competitive Bidding in the E-Rate
Program” (FCC-26-41), are premised on limiting student screen time in schools as a
requirement to receive E-Rate funding.

« The NPRM goes far beyond just screen time to include:

O
O

O

Should the E-Rate program be limited or sunset to reflect today’s extensive connectivity rates?
At what point should policymakers conclude that the program’s core objective has been
achieved?

Should CIPA compliance include [student] screen-time limits or monitoring?

Should the program be limited to rural areas or areas served by a single provider?

Should E-Rate funding be phased out for schools and libraries in areas with the lowest NSLP
participation rates

Did Congress intend for the [FCC’s] decisions about the E-Rate program to be based on
educational outcomes? If so, how should the Commission measure educational outcomes?

e AGAIN....MORE INFORMATION TO COME!!

41


https://www.fcc.gov/document/fcc-review-e-rate-program-ensure-congresss-vision
https://www.fcc.gov/document/fcc-review-e-rate-program-ensure-congresss-vision
https://www.fcc.gov/document/fcc-review-e-rate-program-ensure-congresss-vision
https://www.fcc.gov/document/fcc-review-e-rate-program-ensure-congresss-vision
https://www.fcc.gov/document/fcc-review-e-rate-program-ensure-congresss-vision
https://www.fcc.gov/document/fcc-review-e-rate-program-ensure-congresss-vision

Category 2 Budgets...




5-Year Category Two (C2) Budget Cycle

FY 2026 started the first year of the 5-
year FY 2026-2030 funding cycle.

Librari
« The E-Rate C2 Budget Tool FY2021+ kg

* §5.43 f
orovides data on the FY 2026-2030 C2 PSS R
* $30,175 funding floor

budget cycle. * This means a library with less
* Applicants are required to validate their than 5,558 square feet
student counts or library square footage kA OURNIRGE 55 Sl
, . ¥4 g feet = $30,174.51) receives the
in the first year they apply for C2 support funding floor of $30,175.
during the FY 2026-2030 cycle. Schools

« The C2 budget is calculated at the school | * 3201.57/student
district and library system level based on * $30,175.00 funding floor
the combined enrollment * This means a school with fewer

. . than 150 students
(schools)/square footage (libraries). ($201.57/student * 149 students =

$30,033.93) receives the funding
floor of $30,175.

* To qualify for Category 2 funding, you
must be CIPA-compliant
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Establishing Your C2 Budget for this Cycle

e Update your entity profile in EPC during the Administrative Window

* Forecast Budget: Beginning in the FY 2026- 2030 budget cycle, all entities will
have a Forecast budget status based on the information in their EPC profile.
This means that any updates you make to the entity profile will automatically
reflect in an updated budget amount, without the need to request a
replacement budget.

* Preliminary Budget: The entity has certified a Form 471 application within the
FY 2026-2030 C2 budget cycle. This means that the entity has certified the
accuracy of the budget data currently in the entity profile.

e Confirmed Budget: Once Program Integrity Assurance (PIA) review of FY 2026-
2030 C2 Form 471 application is complete. The C2 budget in the entity profile
is now fixed. It can only be changed via an Appeal for the current FY. Beginning
in FY 2027, the entity can request a replacement C2 budget if the student
count has increased for the next year.
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Category 2 Pre-Discount Budget Example

District Must
Pay:

5-Year C2 Budget Cap E-Rate Discount | E-Rate Will Pay: | District's Share %

$204,475 60% $122,685 40% $81,790

* The C2 Budget Cap is the pre-discount price. E-Rate discounts
will then apply on top of the budget cap. In this example, the
applicant would still owe its 40% non-discounted share
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Application Process
Reminder/ Updating EPC...




When Must a Form 470 be Posted?

1. Month-to-Month Services
— No contract exists — these are mostly cable modem-type services, or hotspots for

a library’s bookmobile
— File annually unless using CABIO

2. New Contracts (new service or current contract will expire 6/30/2027)
— File before signing any new contract

— If you posted a Form 470 in a previous year, and then signed a multi-year
contract that expires on or after June 30, 2028, you are not required to file a
Form 470 for FY 2027

3. Bandwidth Upgrades

— If you’re upgrading service mid-contract and the upgrades and associated
prices are not included in the original contract

Contract Extensions:
 Permitted but must have been in original contract and must have definitive end date

— For example, a 3-year contract, with two 1-year renewals. Will not require new
470 until the end of 5 years

* Must notify the vendor before filing Form 471 if you want to exercise one of your
contract extensions
— Can be as simple as an e-mail; some vendors want contract amendment
— USAC will ask for this during your application review
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Portal Access — Add Text MFA Option

Full
“lllll Universal Service Sien 0
VIR Agministrative Co. ign Out

lorrie.germann@gmail.com v/
Dashboard
Settings
ﬁ Upcoming Dates Schools and Libraries A Help?
N Fall Training: E-Rate Productivity Center (EPC) - EPC is the online system for E-Rate Send us a message

i Click here
. e PrOCesses,
v Extra Verification —

Years 2016 Callus
Extra verification increases your account security when signing in to Okta and other nd FCC 474 (888) 641-872

applications you use.

Text Message Code #° Setup

After initially logging in, but before clicking on “EPC”, click on the pull-down to the right of
your username to see “Settings”. Scroll down to see “Extra Verification” and click on
“Setup”. Provide your phone number and enter the code you’ll receive on your phone,
then “Verify”, and “Done”.



@I My Entities

Entity

School District 10997 |

School 1 In District 10997

school 2 In District 10997

Entity Number
10426
6913

6911

Category 2 Budget Tool

Click on the name of the Billed Entity (first in
list) to see a summary of information, such
as the name of the Account Admin and

General Contact.

#10426 - School District 10997

Drganization Detasils
L .
Ve e i

T e .
L

ContaLt Informathon
Fryea s ki e e
s briin

L

Account Adrsimigorator

P 4w e Les e

General Contact

B Carmral Leie] P sl bt coules el

RPpHCant Infcrmaton

P N
T Fresmte fabans Dot

Catepory Twe (C2) Budget Infermaticn

|.....a..

Bgapbaiard T s

g L

Erwinen P

dhas b e hn s o P

e e .‘|E|
- Bt b

T L T
s, il o] Lird s i e T by o e vl
e p iy
P
" )
e G e bead L T 6w bl e b
Bl y Sl R == o ——"y
=]
=]
=
A

At the bottom of the
page, you will see how
your Cat 2 budget is
calculated, one number
for the district, or a
number for each school.
If you have 10 schools or
less, and any have fewer
than 150 students, use
this option.
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Category 2 Budget Tool

News  Tasks(1) Records Reports  Actions

Records ~ Applicant Entities

# 321456 ABC CITY SCHOOLS

Summary  Customer Service  Modifications  Additional Information  Discount Rat: (1AW | Contracts FCCForms  FRNAppeals  News  Related Actions

Category Two Budget Status

O,

Category Two Budget information presented below reflects data starting in FY2016.

‘ GET CATEGORY 2 BUDGET INFORMATION ‘

Click on “Category 2 Budget” and
then “Get Category 2 Budget
Information”.

Category Two Budget Status

v2026 - 2030

v2026 (Budgeted Entity)

»Show column definitions

Category Two Budget information presented below reflects data starting in FY2016.

The new budget

“forecast” is listed
@ based on the total

N— square footage

=) (=) reported. Clicking

v2021- 2025 (Budgeted Entity)

»Show column definitions

Preliminary $92,500.00

Budget Status Budget Total In-Review Requested Costs Total Committed Costs

$93,496.00 $0.00

Budget Status Budget Total In-Review Requested Costs Total Committed Costs Total In-Review Requested and Committed Costs
Forecast $288,446.67 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
v2021- 2025

Total In-Review Requested and Committed Costs

$93,496.00

on “View Details”
will show the
funding breakdown
by funding year.

Remaining Budget

$0.00 View Details
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My Landing Page

gimil Universal Service

Training

Funding Request Report | FCC Form 470 | i

Change | Service Substitution | Manage Us

Help

V1M Administrative Co.

Welcome, School District 18!

Notifications

Notification Type  Please select o value

Funding Year - Select o Funding Year —

status @ @Al
Generated

Not Generated

I eer seabee cenerae®y provide information if there is an
o tems aualible annex associated with this school.
My Entities

Entity Entity Number City

School District 18 170 Springfield
School District 18 NIF 171 Springfield
School District 18 School A \1?‘2 Springfield

\

School Detail Page

Click on the name of each school, and
then “Manage Organization”, to edit
information pertaining to this building,

such as Student or NSLP Counts.

Note: You also have the option to

Records © Applicant Entities

e

#6913 - School 1 In District 10997

Summary Maodifications Additional Information Caregory Two Budget Contracts

Organization Details
Name 5chool 1 In District 10957
Entity Number &3%13

FCC Registration 0123456789
Number

Contact Information

Physical Address 1 Main Street
Rockville, MD 20850
Maontgomery County

‘ E,ﬂ‘ MAMAGE ORGAMNIZATION

MAMAGE ANMEXES

FCC Forms News Related Actions

Applicant Type 5choo

Status Active

Phone Number 012-345-6789

Email school_1_dist_10997@testmail.usacorg
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Modify An Organization -
School Detail View

Modify An Organization

MName *

School 2 In District 10997

Physical Address
Address Line 1*

1 Main Street

Address Line 2

City *
Rockville
State *

OH

Latitude / Longitude

User-entered Latitude @

User-entered Longitude @

Urban/Rural

User Entered Urban/Rural Status *
© Rural
Urban

Organization Type
Applicant

Zip Code *

20850

Zip Code Extension

Click the button below to get standard USPS address

County *

Montgomery County

Please ensure that the address, dty, state, and zip code are correct

VERIFY MY ADDRESS

Latitude @

Longitude @

LOOKUP URBAN/RURAL STATUS

Urban/Rural Status @
Rural

Urban

Unable to determine your status. Please enter Urban/Rural manually in User-Entered field.

View after clicking on “Manage Organization.” Here, you can correct the building
address if needed. You will also update enrollment and NSLP counts per school.

Just keep scrolling down; it’s a really long screen!




School Information
School Sub-Type *
© Public schoaol

Private School

Check All That Apply Show Help

Modify An Organization -
s School Detail View

Pre-K

Head Start
Adult Education
Juvenile Justice
Dormitory
Charter School
Tribal School

New Construction School
Swing Space

Detention Center
General-Use School

ESA School

BIE

Number of Full Time Students *

374

Total Number of Students Eligible for National School Lunch Program (NSLP) & *

278

Community Eligibility Program (CEP)? *

Yes

_°N0

Does this organization have an endowment? *
Yes

O o

State School Code

State LEA Code

MCES Public State Code

MNCES Public District Code

MNCES Public Building Code

Alternative Discount Method *
None -

Indicate if an alternative discount mechanism was used to calculate the number of students eligible for NSLP

Check boxes to further indicate the type of school if
needed.

Update/correct Student and NSLP counts.

If you are a school with only part-time students,
count them as if they were full-time

In this example, the school is not participating in CEP,
so “No’ is indicated.
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Modify An Organization -
School Detail View w. CEP

School Information
School Sub-Type *
@ Public School

Private School

Check All That Apply Show Help

Pre-K

Head Start
Adult Education
Juvenile Justice
Darmitory
Charter School
Tribal School

Number of Full Time Students*

&04

Community Eligibility Program (CEP)?*
D ves

No

Does this organization have an endowment? *
Yes

9 nNo

Is this school part of a school district?
Yes

MNew Construction School
Swing Space

Detention Center
General-Use School

ESA School

BIE

Total Number of Students Eligible for National School Lunch Program (NSLP)@*
478

CEP Percentage *

49.45%

CEP Base Year*

2025 -

If participating in CEP, do not enter the NSLP count, the portal will calculate that for you.

Select “Yes” for CEP and enter the “CEP Percentage”, which will replace the “Alternative
Discount Method” field. The percentage can be found in the MR-81 or CN-7 report.
e If you used CEP last year, that information will be shown. Update if you needed.

We must provide the CEP Base Year. If this has changed, be sure to update.
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Modify An Organization -
School Cat 2 Enrollment

Category Two (C2) Budget Information

We calculate your Category Two budget and your discount rate separately, and so we collect separate numbers for each. You are allowed to re-use your Category Two student count
from year to year within a Category Two budget cycle, so this number needs to be updated less frequently than the student count for your discount rate.

Total Students for C2 Budget *

374

FCC Registration Number &

0123456789

CANCEL SUBMIT

 The Cat 2 budget and the discount rate are calculated separately. Enter
the new enrollment to start the new 5-year budget cycle. You can keep
the Cat 2 count year to year, but you can update it if enrollment
increases later in the cycle.

 If this is “New Construction” or “Swing Space”, the count will be “zero”

* Click on “Submit” and provide a nickname for the changes made (such as
“ABC School FY 2027 counts”).
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Where to Go for E-Rate Help

USAC’s Client Service Center (CSC)

— E-Rate “Help Desk” where applicants & service providers can get
answers to questions

— (Call 888-203-8100
— Submit a ‘Customer Service Case’ in EPC

PA E-Rate Coordinator

® E-mail lgermann@E-Ratepa.org
® Attend webinars!

® Read listserve messages! https://E-Ratepa.org/?page id=7751
® www.E-Ratepa.org

— Helpful Documents: http://E-Ratepa.org/?page id=754
— Training: http://E-Ratepa.org/?page id=745
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